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En Latinoamérica, a principios del siglo XXI, se ha visto la reaparicién de una serie de mandatarios democriticamente ele-
gidos, que con el correr de sus gobiernos fueron reviviendo un “gen” histéricamente conocido por el continente; apoyados
en principio por el éxito de sus gestiones, y con ello por una amplia base popular que los convierte en imprescindibles. Este
gen al que se hace referencia se denomina caudillismo. Lo que pretende este articulo de reflexion es centrarse en torno a la
tension permanente que existe en Latinoamérica entre el caudillismo y la democracia representativa, y en cémo ese modelo
de gobierno personalista, y el desarrollo democrdtico particular latinoamericano se retroalimentan mutuamente para vivir
en “armonia”.
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ABSTRACT

In the early XXI century, in Latin America, there has been a series of democratically elected Latin American leaders that
have change the course of history. Their governments were supported in the beginning by the success of their efforts, and
thus by a broad popular base that makes them indispensable. However, their political aim, once in power, is to overrule
beyond the political system . This article is intended to center around the ongoing tension that exists in Latin America
between dictator model of state and representative democracy, and how this model of personal government and this parti-
cularly democratic development in Latin America are fed each other to live in “harmony”.
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